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Change is  in  t he  a i r  fo r  the b iomedic al  
engineering d epartment .  Sta rt ing t his  
fa l l ,  BE fres hmen wil l  be  greeted with a  
new curr iculu m, one  whic h focus es  o n  
design .  Mechanical engineering professor Dr. 
Patricia Brackin, the Program Director for 
Engineering Design, stated this curriculum 
will help students “obtain a mastery in the 
design process.” The Rose Thorn 
talked with Dr. Brackin and Dr. Kay 
C. Dee, the interim head of the biol-
ogy and BE department, to learn 
how a department changes a curric-
ulum, what the 2017-18 BE fresh-
men can expect, and how engineer-
ing design could possibly shape fu-
ture departments. 
“Every  yea r  we have a  meet-
ing with  our  ad visory  board , ”  Dr.  
Dee  bega n.  This  advisory  boa rd  
hosts  members  of  ind ustry ,  med -
ical  doctors ,  a nd  graduat e  
schools .  “They give  us  feedback …
and that  mot ivates  us  to  cha nge  
our  cu rric ulum.”  Fro m t here ,  t he  
faculty  of  that  depa rtment  
spends a  great  d eal  o f  t ime dis -
cussing how to  c hange the cur-
r iculu m to  meet  ind ustry  needs  
as  wel l  as  provid ing stud ents  
wit h a  mea ningful  educat io nal  
exper ience .  For this particular 
change, though, the motivation 
came from a different source.  
Dr.  Brac kin ex plained,  “The  id ea fo r  
engineering  des ign c ame fro m a  cha rge  
from the P res ident . ”  Dr.  James Co nwel l  
sought  an “exc it ing ,  f l exibl e ”  pro gra m for  
students .  The co mmittee  constructed a  
curricul um t hat  wo ul d  integrat e  the de-
s ign process .  Because the current  BE cur-
r iculu m only  provides  design oppo rtuni-
t ies  o nce in  t he fres hman y ear  a nd onc e  
in  t he s enior  yea r,  s tudents  are  not  as  
famil ia r  wit h  the d es ign proc ess .  By  a p-
ply ing i t  cont inuou sl y ,  a  s tudent  has  a  
bett er  c hanc e of  be ing a  sa vvier  ass et  to  
med ical  fac i l i t ies  a nd companies  a l ike.  
Spec if ical ly  for  inc o ming  freshmen,  
the 2017 -18 y ear  feat ures  real - l i fe  prob-
lems  to  solve.  The BE stud ents  wil l  be  
creat ing  sol ut io ns  for  Reac h  Serv ices  
here  in  Terre  Haute .  One of  t he current  
need s  is  toys  fo r  d isa bled student s .  
Reac h S erv ices  has  a  lend ing l ibrary,  
whic h lend s  the toy s  out  to  pa rent s ,  
teachers ,  and  thera pists .  Ho wever,  t he  
majo rity  o f  the toy s  a re  intend ed for  ba-
bies ,  whic h  do not  a ppeal  to  middle  
school -aged st udent s .  Fal l  quarter, BE stu-
dents will be applying the design process to 
help solve those problems. “We ’ve a l read y 
pi lot ed  t hat  f ir st  s t udio, ”  Dr.  Brac kin  
added.  “In the wint er ,  we ’re  go ing to  
work with d isa bl ed a dults  to  hel p them 
do their  jo bs.”  A d es ign c ompet it io n is  in  
place  to  hel p d isa bl ed adults  perfo rm 
the ir  jo bs  beyo nd t heir  physical  l imita-
t ions .  Some might  suggest  t hes e jo bs  
could  be auto mat ed,  “but  that ’s  not  the 
point .”  In  t he  s pr ing ,  BE stud ents  wil l  
then  lea rn ho w to  c ra ft  int el l igent  d evic-
es .  
“They’re real problems,” Dr. Brackin con-
cluded. In creating a curriculum integrated 
with engineering design, students learn how 
to uncover what people and clients are really 
looking for, as well as work on a  mult id isc i-
pl inary  tea m.  
The inco ming  BE f reshmen are  t he  
test  pi lots  of  t h is  new c urr icu-
lum.  I f  i t  proves  to  be  an ef fec-
t ive  way to  prepa re students  for  
the  future,  engineering d es ign  
could  become an  integral  part  of  
other  degree pro gra ms as  wel l .  
Dr .  Dee i terat ed ,  “Every  program 
around  the  Inst i tut e  wa s  repre-
sented ”  when thes e c hanges  were  
discuss ed and  planned.  For exam-
ple, mathematics professor Dr. Jef-
frey Leader is developing a new cal-
culus series which would still feature 
lectures, but would also incorporate 
labs to show students how to model.  
For exist ing BE stud ents ,  thou gh,  
the  curriculu m s ho uld  c hange  
very  l i t t le .  Whil e  sophomores  wil l  
be  working with t he  BE fac ulty  
sooner  in  their  d egree  program,  
Dr .  Dee s aid ,  “They  wil l  progress  
throu gh t he c urr iculum as  
planned .”  
It will be interesting to see how these 
changes will affect the incoming 
freshmen, the department, and the Institute 
as a whole. As Dr. Brackin said, “You have to 
be flexible if you want to help students .”  
Throu gh t he new cu rriculu m, the engi-
neering d esign program and BE depart -
ment  are  s howing t hat  f lex ibi l i ty .  
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Lauren Wiseman 
News Editor 
It is the season of charity 
events at Rose-Hulman, with 
the sororities and fraternities 
on campus banding together to 
raise money for worthy causes. 
On April 22, Rose ’s Pi Kappa 
Alpha fraternity hosted their 
tenth annual Firetruck Pull to 
support Indiana ’s Special Olym-
pics. 
The Firetruck Pull is a com-
petition in which teams of eight 
to ten people try and pull a fire-
truck 100 yards in the shortest 
amount of time. The event also 
featured food, live music, and 
fun for those participating.  
The event took place on Sev-
enth Street, between Wabash 
Avenue and Cherry Street. The 
Clabber Girl adjacent parking 
lot served as a perfect location 
for the event as well. There 
were a number of teams, which 
consisted of Greeks from 
Rose-Hulman as well as In-
diana State University. 
However, there were also 
sponsored teams local or-
ganizations. All in all, 
roughly 200 were in attend-
ance at the Saturday event.  
“Everyone at Rose has 
been absolutely blessed with 
all  of the support we have 
received in order to succeed 
at such a prestigious 
school,” Pike chapter Presi-
dent Justin Willoughby said. 
“It is an honor to be able to 
pay it  forward and help sup-
port a wonderful organiza-
tion, in the Special Olym-
pics of Indiana.” 
WTWO covered the 
event, and because this was 
the tenth year for Pike to 
host the event, their dedica-
tion to this cause was recog-
nized with plaques, given to 
the fraternity by representa-
tives of the Special Olympics of 
Indiana.  
The Delta Xi class of the ISU 
Pike chapter came out on top as 
the winners of the event, and 
the firetruck pull raised nearly 
$9000 for Special Olympics.  
“Everyone at Rose has been absolutely blessed 
with all of  the support we have received in or-
der to succeed at such a prestigious school.” 
The Rose Thorn 
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Reach Services  is all about providing opportunities and care for 
children and adults with disabilities. 
Photo Courtesy of Reach Services on Facebook 
Indiana State University’s Pike chapter, Delta Xi, was the winning team of 
the Firetruck Pull. 
Photo Courtesy of Ryan Evans 
Ads                 2 
Our Mission Statement: 
We are Rose-Hulman’s independent student newspaper. 
We keep the Rose-Hulman community informed by 
providing an accurate and dependable source for news 
and information.  
Marc Schmitt • Editor-in-Chief 
Karlee Koetje • Business Manager 
Nolan Hughes • Business Manager 
Lauren Wiseman •  News Editor 
Curtis Humm • Entertainment Editor 
Seun Ladipo • Lifestyle Editor 
Thaddeus Hughes • Opinions Editor  
Blake Powell • Sports Editor 
Emma Oswood • Flipside Editor 
Evelyne Maquelin • Copy Editor 
Dr. Thomas Adams • Faculty Advisor 
Derek Hufferd • Staff Writer 
Mason Diebold • Staff Writer 
Joseph Lee • Staff Writer 
Andrew Henderson • Staff Writer 
Dara Nafiu • Staff Writer 
ISSUES of The Rose Thorn are published on the second through ninth 
Mondays of each academic quarter 
WEEKLY MEETINGS occur at 5:15 p.m. on the first through ninth 
Tuesdays of each academic quarter. All members of the Rose-Hulman 
community are welcome to attend.  
SUBMISSION of articles, photographs, art, and letters to the editor is 
encouraged. Submission may be made by email to thorn@rose-
hulman.edu or in person to Percopo room 031. The submission dead-
line is 5:00 p.m. Friday. 
THE RIGHTS to accept submissions or changes made after the dead-
line, to edit submissions in so far as the original intent of the submis-
sion remains unaltered, and to reject submissions deemed inappropri-
ate for print are reserved by the editors. 
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR should be no longer than 600 words in 
length and must contain the writer’s (electronic) signature. 
THE VIEWS EXPRESSED herein are those of their respective authors 
and with the exception of the Staff View do not necessarily represent 
the views of the staff or the Rose-Hulman community. 
ROSE-HULMAN INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY, 5500 Wabash Ave, CM 5037, Terre Haute, IN 47803-3920 • Thorn@Rose-Hulman.edu 
Want to access your 
favorite old issues of 
The Rose Thorn? Find 





Photo by Marc 
Schmitt 




News                3 
Dara Nafiu  
Staff Writer 
The overcast sky and brisk weather 
were a stark contrast to the energy pulsat-
ing through the crowd below. Crouched on 
one of the massive walls in a coat too thin 
for the elements, I could see the estimated 
10,000 scientists and science enthusiasts 
sprawled out across the plaza. As the pro-
testers listened in relative silence, the In-
diana State House formed a backdrop for 
several influential speakers that collec-
tively encapsulated the March ’s cause. 
Whether highlighting startling global ex-
tinction rates or environmental issues, 
they all  seemed to agree one one thing: the 
dismissal of science in public policy was 
no longer acceptable.  
“Why are we still  protesting this? ” One 
sign, bobbing back and forth amidst a sea 
of carefully-crafted cardboard, stood out 
in its simple but powerful block-letter glo-
ry. Underlying the crowd ’s jostling enthu-
siasm was a tinge of exasperation, and few 
could overlook the March ’s distinct politi-
cal edge.  
While the vast majority of the activists 
geared their messages toward climate 
change awareness (or the lack thereof), 
several directly attacked President 
Trump ’s character. One middle-aged man 
attracted attention as the only protester 
holding a full-sized flag—“Trump” on a 
bright red backdrop, with the “p” replaced 
by the Communist sickle symbol. When 
asked his reasons for marching, the man 
stated that he wants to “make sure people 
are aware that we think Trump might be in 
bed with Russia.” 
Rose-Hulman's own Dr. Carlotta Berry 
offered a more mediated statement later 
on during her speech, pushing for unity 
amidst such political polarity. When com-
menting on "the other side," whom Hillary 
Clinton infamously labelled as 
"deplorables", she urged that "if we see 
them as humans we cannot hate them." 
This sentiment rings true, and emphasized 
the main theme of the March: our future is 
more important than our current politics.  
Easily the largest cohesive movement 
for research-driven public policy in the 
world, the March for Science is more than 
a collection of ideas. The first100 days of 
Trump ’s presidency have undone what 
many saw as great scientific and social de-
velopments. And so, beyond the witty 
signs and fist-pumping chants, this march 
was a show of solidari-
ty. It was a reminder 
that there are still  hun-
dreds of thousands of 
people out there that 
see the value in sci-
ence. In a time where 
people deny facts that 
threaten the walled 
borders of their com-
fort zones, the March 
for Science was a refreshing breath of 
practicality and reason.  
While few doubt the pertinence of the 
March and the necessary discussions it 
provokes, some argue that its motives 
were fundamentally misguided. In a recent 
article for The National Review, Krista 
Kafer suggested that the overall message 
"suffers from glaring flaws in logic." Kafer 
and several other conservative skeptics 
feel that laws should be informed not by 
blind science, but by people and their 
opinions. Which side of the political di-
vide future legislation fall will  is, as al-
ways, yet to be determined.  
Joseph Lee 
Staff Writer 
Killer Whale Gangs Stalk Gray Whale Calves 
 
Kil ler  whal es  ha ve been s een to  l ive  u p  to  
the ir  name:  k i l lers .  While  t he nu mber of  hu-
man casualt ies  is  re la t ively  lo w,  marine  b iolo-
gists  are  not ic ing so me u nusual  beha vio r  from 
the whales  arou nd Mo nterey,  Cal i fo rnia .   
Gray whale  cal ves  f ind thems elves  v ict ims 
of  k i l ler  whal es  on  o ccasion,  but  now t he  ma-
rine biol og ists  a re  f inding k i l ler  whales  t o  be 
on so me sort  of  ki l l ing s pree ,  at  a n acc elerated 
rate.  O ne  may f ind a  ki l l er  whal e  to  ta ke  s ever-
al  hou rs  to  k i l l  a  c a l f .  Hou rs  to  separate  i t  
f rom the mother ,  and  more t ime to  drown the  
cal f .  Yet ,  t his  part icul ar  grou p of  ki l l er  wha les  
have been  co mpl et ing t he ir  k i l l  in  a bout  20 
minutes .   
The ex act  rea son fo r  t his  abnormal ity  is  not  
kno wn. Ho wever ,  i t  is  kno wn t he grou p is  
teaching t he you ngl ings  to  hu nt .  In  d if ferent  
areas ,  d i f ferent  methods of  hunt ing  are  t a ught  
and l earned .  Hu nting  gray  whal e  c alves  is  par-
t icularly  dangerous  due to  t he poss ibi l i t y  of  
the mother  gra y  whal e  s lamming t he  predat ors .  
However,  suc h da nger  a ppea rs  to  not  pos e 
much o f  a  threat  to  t h is  part ic ular  gang of  k i l l -
er  whal es .  
 
Yellow Fever Vaccine Running Low in U.S. 
 
Summer break is  a pproac hing fast .  Fo r  
those t ravel ing  int ernat io nal ly ,  i t  is  ad vised  
they  schedule  the y e l low fever  vacc ine so on,  
before  the su pply  runs  out .  
Due to  an  insurgenc e of  y el lo w fever  and 
manu factur ing co mplicat ions ,  t he  U .S.  i s  run-
ning  out  o f  t he  yel lo w fever  vaccine .  It  is  est i-
mated t he vaccine wil l  be  gone by  midsu mmer  
wit hout  t he  resourc es  to  make enou gh vaccines  
to  replenis h t he  su ppl y .   
There is  only  o ne vac cine  aga inst  yel lo w fe-
ver  in  the U .S . ,  YF -VAX,  which  i s  made  by  the  
pharmaceut ical  co mpany Sa nof i  Past eur .  H ow-
ever,  t he  compa ny has  sto pped  product io n of  
the vaccine du e to  u pdat ing the manufa ctu ring 
fac i l i ty .  The  thou ght  was  t hat  enou gh d oses  
would  be  avai la bl e  to  last  unt i l  201 8,  whic h is  
not  t he  cas e.  Therefo re,  t he  FDA  has  g iven a n 
emergency  a pproval  o f  a  vaccine na med Sta ma-
ri l  whic h current ly  has  s imil ar  sa fety  pro f i le  
and ef fect iveness  a s  TF -VAX.  This  emergency  
appro val  was  not  s een s inc e 2013 with  the 
meningit is  B  outbrea k  in  Princeto n.   
 
South Korea, Japan Condemn North Korean Bal-
listic Test 
 
Things  have gott en a  l i t t le  heated bet ween 
North Korea a nd the U.S.  lat ely .  A  good num-
ber  of  peo ple  do not  see  Nort h Korea as  a  real  
threat .  Based  on  t he fa i l ed  bal l is t ic  missi le  
launch last  Saturda y,  North  Korea ’s  status  as  a  
threat  is  u sual ly  moc ked  wit h su bst ant ia l  ev i-
dence .  U .S .  Navy Command er Dave Benha m re-
port ed,  the  miss i le  ju st  blew u p st i l l  in  No rth  
Korean  terr ito ry.   
According  to  P res ident  Tru mp,  the l aunc h 
was  a gainst  t he wis hes  of  China .  The South Ko-
rean  go vernment  a nd Ja panese  government  
have a lso  cond emned North Korea ’s  act ions.  
Both  c la im the act ions  are  pro vocat ive.  The  na-
t ions  ins isted  t he ac t ion v io lat ed  the res olu-
t ions  set  by  t he  United  Nat ions  Secu rity  Co un-
ci l ,  as  wel l  as  creat ing a  t hreat  to  sec urit y  and  
peac e.  
The fore ign  ministry  of  Sout h Korea  stated :  
“It  d emo nstrat es  o nc e a gain t he regime ’ s  bel -
l igerence  and  rec kless ness  of  categor ical ly  d is-
obeying t he int ernat ional  commun ity ’s  res olve  
to  achieve d enucl ear iz at ion of  No rth K orea . ”  
 
Red Wolf Critically Endangered 
 
The phrase “ lone wolf”  ma y hold  more  
weight  t han previous ly  thou ght .  Ho wever,  i t  
has  nothing to  do wit h a  myster ious ,  cool  wol f  
going a lo ne .  This  t ime,  i t  has  a l l  to  do  with the  
dwindl ing po pulat ion  of  one pa rt icul ar  breed  
of  wol f .  
The red wolf ,  o nce  at  the  l is t  of  to p  preda -
tors  throughout  t he  s outhea stern U .S. ,  now has  
total  numbers  of  l ess  than 300 for  t he  popula-
t ion .  This  ma kes  t he red  wo lf  marked  as  a  cr i t i-
cal ly  endangered a nimal .   
However,  there  is  so me good  news ,  a s  a  red  
wolf  rec ent ly  ga ve  b ir th to  s ix  pups last  Fr iday 
at  the Museum of  L ife  a nd Sc ience  in  Durham.  
These  wol ves  are  par t  of  a  recovery  program 
for  red  wolves  t hro ugh t he  U .S.  F is h and  Wild-
l i fe  S erv ices .  Acco rd ing to  The Was hington 
Post ,  t he mother  of  t he  pups was  born  in  Ten-
ness ee at  a  natu re center .  She was  tra nsferred  
to  Durha m in No vember of  last  y ear .  
 The  pu ps  cons ists  of  three  mal e  a nd t hree 
femal e  pu ps .  This  b ir th would  actu al ly  be  the  
f irst  known o ne s ince 2002.   
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“I could see the estimated 
10,000 scientists and science 
enthusiasts sprawled out 
across the plaza.” 
Students and professors from Rose-
Hulman attended the march. 
Photo Courtesy of Val Grafton 
People gathered across the country for the March for Science. Pictured above are 
marchers in Indianapolis. 
Photo by Dara Naifu 
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Emma Oswood 
Flipside Editor 
"Accord ing to  a l l  kno wn la ws of  av ia-
t ion ,  there  i s  no  way a  bee s hould  be a ble  
to  f ly .  I t s  wings  are  to o  smal l  to  get  i ts  fat  
l i t t le  body  of f  the  grou nd."  Wit h  th is  
thought -provo king o pening ,  t he  Bee mo v-
ie  s ets  i tsel f  a part  f rom its  cont empora r-
ies  as  a n acad emic  ex perience .  The  mo vie  
is  fu l l  o f  exc el lent  o pportunit ies  for  t he  
viewer  to  ex pand t he ir  world views .  It  
forges  bravely  a head ,  expl oring  hot  to pics  
such  as  int ers pecies  relat ions hips ,  et hics  
of  the food indu stry ,  and the ident ity  cr i-
ses  of  recent  grad uates .  Al l  o f  t his ,  
wra pped in  a  kid - fr iendl y  mo vie  with  
stunning v isuals ,  ma king t he movie  per-
fect  fo r  t he  anx iou s  parent  try ing t o  
broac h st ic ky  subject s  wit h t he ir  chi ldren.  
Now,  as  a  col lege  st udent ,  o ne  ma y  
ask:  Why  does  t his  movie  matter  to  me?  
The movie  g ives  so  much to  t he co l legiat e  
viewer .  It  gives  you  a  chanc e at  a  new 
sexual i ty ,  bee -st ia l i t y ,  a  new pers pect ive  
on cons uming honey,  and,  of  cou rse ,  y our  
t icket  to  a  co mplet ely  bodac ious  world  of  
memes .  Ha ving  cont ext  behind so me o f  
the most  ico nic  memes of  t he age,  suc h as  
the Bee Movie  in  seven s econd s and an  
ec lect ic  col lect io n of  g i fs ,  is  c r i t ical  in  
today ’s  meme -based  economy.  Cr it ics  
were not  a ble  to  see  this  perk ,  caus ing  
unjust  rat ings  that  s ent  t he  movie  tank-
ing.  N evert hel ess ,  " t he bee ,  of  course ,  
f l ies  a nyway becaus e bees  don' t  care  what  
humans t hink is  impossible ."  This  mo vie  
has  bee - ten t he odds and beco me a  c la ss ic  
that  I  bel ieve s houl d  int roduced  to  t he  
Rose -Hulman requ ired curr iculum.  
Thaddeus Hughes 
Opinions Editor 
You ’ve most  d ef in it ely  s een Burt ’s  
Bees  products  o n the shel ves  every where .  
Meet  the man who  started  i t :  “Burt”  
Shavitz .  While  you ma y ex pect  th is  to  be  a  
story  of  t he bra nd ’s  empire ,  i t ’s  more of  
an ex plorat ion  of  Burt ’s  l i f e ,  a nd t he  
bra nd bu il t  on  top  of  him.  
Surpr is ingly ,  t here ’s  very  l i t t l e  “bee ”  
about  th is  f i lm,  but  a  great  deal  of  hu-
manity .  Fo r  the f i rst  hal f ,  we ex plore  a  
few days  in  Burt ’ s  da i ly  l i f e ,  and  how he  
launched his  l ine  of  bee products  fro m 
essent ia l l y  not hing ,  having l earned t he  
art  of  beekeeping fro m monks  aft er  mo v-
ing out  of  N ew York.  This  f i l m vis i ts  
many  s mal l  d etai l s ,  unrelated  to  h is  
achievements ,  t hat  only  serve to  give  u s  a  
c learer  portra it  of  Burt  and dr ive  home 
the po int  that  th is  is  a  ma n wit h very  l i t -
t le  des ire  fo r  fa me and fortune.  
There ’s  so met hing unnerving a bout  
this ,  t hou gh.  Des pit e  c la iming that  "a  
good d ay is  when noo ne sho ws  u p a nd  you  
don't  have to  go  a ny where , ”  we see Burt  
shuff led  a bout ,  greet ing ex ecut ives  a nd  
ma king  publ ic ity  s tunts  as  far  as  Taiwan.  
Only  lat er  do  we l ea rn how a  la id -bac k  
at t i tude ,  l iv ing  of f  the  
land a nd just  do ing  
more  tha n breaking  
even turned  into  wo rk-
ing 12 -hour days  in  a n 
of f ic e .  We f ind t hat  
even though Burt  ha s  
relat ivel y  no  des ire  fo r  
out landis h  pl easu res ,  
in  ma king a  succes sful  
bus iness  focus ed 
around  s mal l  and 
chea p products ,  he  
landed hims el f  in  suc h  
an enviro nment .  
While  t he f i lm is  a  
biography ,  i t ’s  muc h 
less  a  pra is e  o f  Burt ,  
and muc h mo re a  
pra ise  of  a  s impl e  l i f e ,  
f ree  of  exc ess .  Burt  i s  
the ma in  featu re ,  but  
we a lso  vis i t  h is  bus i-
ness  pa rtner  f rom sim-
i lar  s impl ist ic  root s ,  
but  with  compl etely  dif ferent  goals .  P eo-
ple  who Bu rt  no w wo rks  with s ee  h im as  
inca pa ble  of  understa nding mod ern  tec h-
nology  a nd c iv i l i zat io n in  general ,  but  he  
real ly  u nderstands -  and as  a  resul t  has  no  
interest  in  i t ,  which d emo nstrat es  a  great  
d iv ide between s impl ic ity  a nd modernity .   
Burt’s Buzz explores the man behind the brand. 
Photo courtesy of Burt’s Buzz Documentary 
Evelyne Maquelin  
Copy Editor  
Let’s not kid ourselves. This movie is ugly 
in every way, shape, and form. From the 
canned synth jazz to the complete lack of tex-
tures, this movie will haunt your dreams and 
leave you wondering why you bothered watch-
ing it in the first place. However, there are 
some lessons to be learned, nestled in the ex-
treme simplicity and care-free attitude Plan 
Bee presents. 
Grossly reminiscent of the cult classic, 
Birdemic: Shock and Terror, Plan Bee brings 
up some convicting truths about humanity ’s 
impact on the environment. The repeated 
mantra of “Drill and drain!” is a direct attack 
on the oil industry, hidden behind the meta-
phor of pollen collection and honey produc-
tion. To accelerate this metaphor and casting 
aside all hopes of biological accuracy, the arri-
val of a new dictator queen bee and her black-
eyed cronies radically changes the atmosphere 
of the hive. Bing the bee, enamored by the flir-
ty Beetrice, must be courageous and stand up 
for what he believes in. Through his valiant 
actions, he hopes to take down the new regime 
and return to a more responsible, albeit more 
inefficient honey production system.  
Though the attack on the oil industry and 
other consumption heavy enterprises is en-
tirely valid, the execution is lacking in every 
regard. I don’t want to minimize anyone ’s ef-
forts, as it is clear someone worked very hard 
on this movie, but I’m left wanting more… 
everything. At only 42 minutes, Plan Bee and 
it’s shockingly low 1.8 star rating on IMDB 
feel like a first draft of a proof of concept that 
got drawn out way too long. The voice actors, 
though energetic, lack polish, as do many of 
the lighting and visual effects. Finally, the 
storyline is a recycled amalgamation of every 
feel-good movie ever, likely keeping with their 
theme of environmental responsibility.  
A royal waste of your time, Plan Bee 
should really be your plan z for your next 
movie night, well behind notoriously terrible 
movies such as The Room, The Last Air-
bender, and the occasionally charming 
Sharknado.  
Plan Bee is arguably one of the weirdest rip-offs ever produced. 
Photo courtesy of Cracked 
Jerry Seinfeld is clearly not impressed with his rating. 
Photo courtesy of ForgetTheProtocol.com 
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Seun Ladipo 
Lifestyle Editor 
Fashion has  a l ways  been a  volat i le  mediu m of  art ist ic  ex pres-
s ion .  Wit h d esigners  pushing bounda ries  a nd ent ering  into  new 
areas  such  as  t he  rel at ively  newfound  realm of  h igh fas hio n in  
street wea r.  This  genre  of  c lot hing has  been one o f  the fastest  
gro wing areas  of  fas hion in  recent  years .  Designer  La bels  suc h 
as  Y3 ,  Ric k Owens ,  Ra f  S immo ns ,  and  even  Comme des  Ga rcons  
ma king stronger  e f for ts  to  wad e t hemsel ves  throu gh trad it io nal  
high fas hion branc hing into  more casual  “c i ty  wal king”  pieces  of  
c lothing  and general  wea r.  This  bra nching out  has  been co m-
monly  done through t he co l la borat ion o f  more cas ual  c lot hing  
companies .  S porty  co mpanies  such  as  N ike and Ad idas  ha ve been  
one o f  the b iggest  par tners  in  these  relat io nships  with  both  com-
panies  pair ing  with  Comme Des  Ga rcons and Raf  S immo ns re-
spect ively  amo ng other  va riou s  co mpa nies .   
Althou gh t hese c ol la borat io ns  have been  su ccessful  in  the 
past  earl ier  th is  yea r  t wo co mpanies  had  announced  a  part ner-
ship t hat  c ould  poss ib ly  be o ne o f  the most  ant ic ipated l ines  o f  
c lothing  that  ha ve  ever  graced t he  fas hion industry .  Louis  Vuit-
ton and  Supreme unvei led  t hat  t hey  would  have a  fas hion sho w 
and a  s ubsequent  l ine  of  c lothing a nd ot her  merc ha ndis e.   
For so me pers pect ive  on how gro und brea king,  th is  col la bo ra-
t ion is  The Jorda n V metal l ic  colo rway  released in  201 6,  can be 
bou ght  for  arou nd $ 220 resal e .  There  is  a  S upreme col la borat io n 
wit h A ir  Jorda n wit h essent ia l l y  the sa me c olorway  of  sho e,  with  
the o nly  d if ferenc e be ing a  few insta nces  of  the Su preme lo go o n 
the sho e in  a  few d ist inct  areas .  This  s ho e c an be pu rcha sed for  
around $ 450 resal e .  The impa ct  of  t h is  lo go on a pparel  is  enor-
mous a nd when pa ired  wit h a  compa ny t hat  sel l  suc h qual i ty  a s  
Louis  Vuit ton  th is  col l aborat io n has  t he pot ent ia l  to  be  one of  
the most  ex pensive  and exclus ive  l ines  to  be  released .   
Even i f  t he  pric es  o f  t he p iec es  in  t h is  col la borat ion  ma y be 
out  of  t he reac h for  t he avera ge  perso n i t  is  a lways  interest ing  to  
obs erve ,  the d if ferent  ways  t hat  fas hio n is  evolv ing reinvent ing 
i tsel f .   




*Disclaimer: There are no drugs in this recipe 
Seun Ladipo 
Lifestyle Editor 
On April 14th, Kendrick Lamar released his fourth studio album, 
produced by his label TDE (Top Dawg Entertainment). After the unpar-
alleled success, his previous album “To Pimp a Butterfly”, winner of the 
Grammy award for best rap album, the release for his next project was 
surrounded by extremely high expectations. This did not faze the artist 
as not only did he produce, he exceeded expectations and gave his fans 
another satisfying piece of music for the ages.  
In true Kendrick Lamar fashion, his music is engineered like an eve-
ry progressing piece of cutting edge technology. Using techniques not 
seen in other artist ’s music,  creating a symphony every time he releas-
es a project.  Kendrick has given the listeners of his music insight into 
some of the darkest places his life as he did on “Good Kid, M.A.A.D 
City” as well as giving people an empowering experience talking about 
the trials of being a black American living in this our society as he did 
on “To Pimp a Butterfly”. The impressive part about this is that he can 
tell a story and really create an empathic connection with millions of 
people. All the while he releases albums that completely change his 
style, starting from scratch and letting the mood of the album decide 
the tone he decides to use in his music.  
In reference to “DAMN.” , this album took a completely different 
change in reference to his previous music. In my opinion, this album 
had a very angry tone, revealing the side of Kendrick Lamar that does 
not care about what people think about him. Tracks such as HUMBLE. 
and DNA. really portray the raw angry tone straying away from the 
funky afro-centric vibe that was so successful on “To Pimp a Butterfly”. 
I would compare this album to Kanye West ’s Yeezus as they both por-
tray an unfiltered depiction of their respective artists. That being said 
this album did have another more mellow side with tracks such as ELE-
MENT. and LOYALTY.,  with more of a proud tone rather than the 
pissed off side to Kendrick.  
In conclusion, after listening to this album I definitely recommend 
it to anyone looking for a refreshing taste of the Rap music that has 
been slowly losing substance and becoming more formulaic in recent 
years.  
If there is one thing I can say about Kendrick Lamar it is that he 
truly is a one of a kind rapper reinventing himself constantly while 
staying true to his roots. This album is just another shade of this legend  
of our era that offers a commentary on his views and opinions on the 
society we all reside in. Having said all of this I must confess that I do 
not think that it is Kendrick ’s Best album as “To Pimp a Butterfly” 
holds that place although that is not a shot at the quality of this album 
in any way, they are both masterpieces that will definitely go down in 
the history books of Rap and Hip-Hop greatness.  
Kung Fu Kenny preparing to kill the game. 
Photo from 2dopeboys.com 
Crystal Meth Candy* 
For  only one quarter of tuition you can  own this dope box. 
Photo from cityofhype.com 
Ingredients 
 1 cups water 
 4 cups granulated sugar 
 1/3 cup confectioners sugar 
Instructions 
 Line a 15-in. x 10-in. x 1-in. pan with foil; butter the foil and set aside. In a 
large heavy saucepan, combine water and sugar. Bring to a boil over medi-
um heat, stirring occasionally. Cover and cook for 3 minutes to dissolve sug-
ar crystals. 
 Uncover; cook on medium-high heat, without stirring, until a candy ther-
mometer reads 300° (hard-crack stage), about 25 minutes. Remove from the 
heat. Immediately pour onto prepared pan. Cool completely, about 45 
minutes. 
 Break the candy into pieces using the edge of a metal mallet. Sprinkle both 
sides of candy with confectioners' sugar. Store in airtight contain-
er. Yield: about 2 pounds. 
Not to sure what this is a picture  of googled crystal meth candy and this popped up.  Could  
be either for all I know. 
Photo from imgur.com 
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Even Kim Kardashian is more 
vocal about calling it a geno-
cide than the U.S. government.  
An Armenian woman, tortured and maimed by 
knife wounds 
Photo via genocide-museum.am 
With Trump in the White House, the 
Republican party is more divided and 
proving itself  incapable of  governing.  
2017 NFL Draft 
Blake Powell 
Sports Editor 
Rose-Hulman continues their streak of 
greatness as they earned their third consec-
utive HCAC regular season championship 
and extended their win streak against 
HCAC opponents to 30 matches, which be-
gan at the start of the 2015 season.  
Rose-Hulman earned the top seed going 
into the HCAC tournament. They will face 
off against the winner of the No. 4 vs No. 5 
seed match up. The Engineers will go back 
into action on May 6th, at 1pm, at West In-
dy Racquet Club.  
The team is 17-7 as they head into their 
last regular season match against NCAA 
DIII No. 4 ranked Washington University.  
Congrats to the team and good luck 
heading into the conference tournament.  
Sports             7     
RHIT SPORTS BOX SCORES 
BASEBALL 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 FINAL 
ROSE-HULMAN 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 





The Engineers lost in the first of two games against 
Manchester in a 7-2 game. The second game was started but 
had to be postponed due to darkness and is still trying to be 
planned to be finished due to the weather conditions. Man-
chester is 16-18 overall while being 13-8 in conference play. 
Rose-Hulman is 17-17 overall with a 15-6 conference record. 
Standout Performers 
Conner Shipley– 3 singles, 1 run scored 
Brian Thomas– 2 singles 
Cody Sunderhaus-only allowed 3 earned runs in 7 innings on the 
mound 
Standout Careers 
Janel Lake-71 hits, 11 doubles, 32 RBIs 
Ellissa Eckert-90 games, 29 hits, 3 doubles, 10 RBIs 
Morgan Dreyer-88 games, 60 hits, 8 doubles, 6 home runs, 33 






















The Engineers Senior Day softball double header 
against Franklin is postponed until Monday, May 1st 
at 6pm due to the weather over the weekend. Franklin 
enters the weekend at 22-15 while Rose-Hulman 
stands at 11-23. There are three seniors that will be 
congratulated for their dedication, hard work and 
time spent at Rose-Hulman; Janel Lake, Ellissa Eck-
ert and Morgan Dreyer.  
Blake Powell 
Sports Editor 
Every year teams look forward to 
bringing in new players for the future of 
their franchises. At the conclusion of this 
years NFL draft, only five teams were giv-
en an A rating by professional analysts; 
the Arizona Cardinals, Cincinnati Bengals, 
Green Bay Packers, San Francisco 49ers 
and the Cleveland Browns.  
The Browns are usually ridiculed for a 
ton of things but the 2017 NFL draft is one 
thing they are being congratulated for. 
They ended up with three first round picks 
which included Myles Garret, Jabrill Pep-
pers and David Njoku. In the second round 
they took DeShone Kizer. If Kizer can per-
form then this draft class will be one that 
turned the Cleveland Browns franchise 
around. 
The Cardinals landed a future star in 
Haason Reddick which will add speed and 
versatility to their defense. They also 
picked up Budda Baker which will help 
replace the loss of Tony Jefferson. Third 
round pick, Chad Williams, was a steal 
with where he was drafted which added 
some speed at the receiver position.  
Green Bay seems to always do well in 
the draft. The team traded out of the first 
round but had a couple major pick ups in 
the second round with Kevin King at cor-
ner and Josh Jones at safety. Their third 
round pick, Montravius Adams, a defen-
sive tackle is a huge pick up for the men 
up front.  
The 49ers new general manager, John 
Lynch, crushed it in his first year draft. It 
began with him trading down one spot to 
acquire a load of picks. The 49ers picked 
up Solomon Thomas with the third overall 
pick, which will be a future star for the 
team. Then they traded up to pick up Reu-
ben Foster at the 31st overall pick which is 
a steal. Overall, they did very well, espe-
cially for having a first-year general man-
ager. 
All of these picks look great on paper 
but it is completely different once these 
players step on the field. Which players 
will step u and exceed expectations while 
other players fail to live to their potential? 
We’ll find out over the next few years.  
Blake Powell 
Sports Editor 
The Men’s and Women’s teams had an 
awesome weekend as the Men ’s team won 
conference again and the Women ’s team 
stands at third with a couple of events 
left. Their were a few events postponed 
due to weather which will be held on 
Wednesday.  
The Men’s team scored 231.5 points 
while second place was Anderson at 111 
points. The Women’s team scored 127 
points and hopes to move up the ranks 
after Wednesday as they are only 28 
points out of first place.   
After Wednesday’s events, the Engi-
neers will extend their streak to 17 con-
secutive HCAC men ’s track and field 
championships dating back to 2008. 
These 17 championships include 10 
straight outdoor titles and all seven in-
door championships since the event was 
founded in 2011.    
     
RHIT Track 
Congrats to all of our Champions.  
Photo by Rose-Hulman Athletics 
“All I do is win.”-RHIT Track team 
Photo by Rose-Hulman Athletics 
Thank you to the seniors for their commitment over the years. 
Photo by Rose-Hulman Athletics 
SOFTBALL 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 FINAL 
DEFIANCE 1 0 0 0 0 1 6 8 
ROSE-HULMAN 1 2 0 1 0 0 0 4 
   Ultimate Frisbee       Softball 
TEAM NAME W L T GP STREAK 
STAND-
ING 
Delta Sig 5 1 0 6 W1 1st 
Pike Garnet 3 2 0 5 W2 3rd 
Pike Gold 1 5 0 6 L2 5th 
ATO B 1 4 0 5 L4 4th 
Sigma Nu 4 2 0 6 L1 2nd 
TEAM NAME W L T GP STREAK 
STAND-
ING 
Disk Guys 2 4 0 6 W2 5th 
Diskpicable D2 4 2 0 6 W2 3rd 
BSBackhand 6 0 0 6 W6 1st 
Floppy Disk 4 2 0 6 L1 3rd 
FruitOfTheBloom 0 6 0 6 L6 8th 
Deming 1 1 5 0 6 L1 7th 
DiskIt4TheBiscuit 5 1 0 6 L1 2nd 











TEAM NAME W L T GP STREAK STANDING 
ATO A 4 1 0 5 W4 2nd 
Pike 1 4 0 5 L1 6th 
Sigma Nu 3 2 0 5 W1 3rd 
Phi Gamma Slamma 0 5 0 5 L5 7th 
Wood Elves 2 2 0 4 W1 5th 
Mouserat 3 2 0 5 L1 3rd 
Triangle A 5 1 0 6 W3 1st 
TEAM NAME W L T GP STREAK STANDING 
Ball is  Life 2 3 0 5 W1 5th 
Pass the Napkin 5 1 0 6 W2 2nd 
Fast 4 1 0 5 W3 2nd 
Brokebat Mountian 4 0 0 4 W4 1st 
Inglorious Batters 3 3 0 6 W1 5th 
Pike B 0 6 0 6 L5 10th 
Pitch me baby 1 ... 1 3 0 4 L1 8th 
Hitsquad 2 3 0 5 L1 4th 
Deming Peachers 1 3 0 4 L1 8th 










Myles Garrett, the 1st overall pick. 
Photo by espn.com 
If you’re the person I’m lowkey roasting this week, please don’t kill me. I have Ben and Jerry’s in my room if you need to be appeased. Thanks. Please send an email 
with questions, concerns, or content to the Thorn Flipside Editor <thorn-flipside@rose-hulman.edu>, or send it to the editor-in-chief (he’s still lonely) at 
<thorn@rose-hulman.edu>. Disclaimer: The Flipside is purely for fun! Any uncredited work above can be attributed to me, Emma Oswood.   
National 7 Day Forecast  
National  
Loyalty Day- 
Test my loyalty by 






























Rug Day- Scarier 
than Paranormal 
Day. What’s making 
the rug lumpy? 
 
National Paranor-





Bird Day -  
Birds  
celebrate this holiday, 
which is for birds. 
 
World Password 
Day- Take the tim e 
to change all your 
passwords, write the 
new ones down on a 
piece of paper, and 
promptly lose the pa-
per. It’s tradition. 
 



















Appreciation Day  
National  
Beverage  
Day - Free water 
available in Speed 
Lake. 
 
Join Hands Day 
 
National Bomb-




ble only to the grand-
ma of Scharpenburg. 
 
National Start See-




Day- W alls are a 




ing Design Day 
 
National Home-
brew Day  
 




ade Day- Made bet-
ter by Beyoncé. 
01 02 03 04 05 06 07 
WACKY PROF QUOTES 
“This house has to be completely tsunami proof. It’s got concrete walls, concrete windows…”  
-Dr. Robinson  
I am pretty sure that windows cannot be concrete and still be considered windows … 
“You’re in an RPG, and the roles are fighter, mage, and compiler.” 
-Dr. Chang 
“Due Wednesday of Finals week… Thursday of Finals week… Friday of Finals week, my final offer… unless 
you’re a graduating senior, then it’s 10th week. Except you. It’s 9th week for you.” 
-Dr. Wollowski 
 
Did your prof say something hilarious or just great out of context? We want to hear about it! Send your quotes 
with who said it to thorn-flipside@rose-hulman.edu. 
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Fact of the Week 
It’s been raining a lot. Because of  this, Rose will fi-
nally open up its underground tunnel system for us-
es other than bot fighting. Be prepared to show stu-
dent I.D. at the entrances. 
1. The Cages in Moench Basement 
2. The Corner in Back of Rotz lab 
3. Percopo 4 
4. The 2nd Floor Library at 2:01 AM  
5. Sports Equipment Rack 
6. Coming Soon – The Union Expansion, Now Referred 
to as the Boneyard 
7. Bottom of Speed Lake 
8. Behind the White Chapel (Where Jack the Ripper to-
tally didn’t kill anybody...) 
9. Hallway Between Myers and Moench 
10.Bathroom by the IM fields 
11.The Bottom of Percopo Main Staircase 
12.Skinner 
13.Behind Deming 
14.Under Myers Presentation Room  
15.Hawthorn Park Bathrooms 
16.The House In-between Circle K and Hatfield 
17.Moench 3 
Top 10 
... Most Haunted Places on Campus 
Photo Courtesy of New York Magazine 
Decent Bee of the Week 
Loretta was once featured in Play Bee Magazine, before going on to 
do charity work for the SOS-Bees foundation.  
Another Bad Haiku 
Space Space Space Filler 
Space Space Space Space Space Filler 
Space Space Space Filler 
-In honor of National Space Day 
